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Dear Bridges Community,

“We tell people to follow their dreams, but you can only dream of what you can
imagine, and depending on where you come from, your imagination can be quite
limited.” -Trevor Neah, Born a Crime.

This powerful quote captures the heart of why our work at Bridges matters. In Term 2,
we witnessed imaginations expand and new dreams take root as 1103 children from
under-resourced communities were exposed to new experiences, perspectives, and
possibilities through visiting Bridges and partaking in our outdoor education
programme.

Thank you for continuing to make this transformation possible - your support is
helping young people dream bigger, grow stronger, and reach further. We hope you
enjoy reading about the activities and impact made possible by your partnership.

Warm regards,
The Bridges Team

Term 2 Camps Overview:
Expanding Horizons and Deepening Impact

Term 2 saw us hosting 13 fully funded outdoor education camps, reaching 1103
learners and 51 educators, from 9 partner schools.

From Strand to Malmesbury, from Gugulethu to Durbanville, children from under-
resourced communities were immersed in experiences that sparked imagination,
built confidence, and cultivated leadership.

Across all camps, learners engaged in hands-on, values-based activities that brought
our core themes - teamwork, trust, respect, courage, and social awareness - to life.
Whether building rafts, navigating the “A-frame,” or tackling challenges like “Leaky
Pipes” and “Toxic Waste,” children collaborated, communicated, and discovered their
own potential.

At several camps, educators reported noticeable shifts in learner behaviour: typically
shy or disengaged students stepped up to lead; those struggling academically
showed new confidence; and emerging leaders were identified for prefect roles back
at school.
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“Our usual problematic kids at school
were well-behaved and cooperated
during every task. It really shows how
Bridges gives our kids hope to be and
do better. Bridges brought out the best
in our kids and brought out their
hidden skills and potential.”

“By the second day, our learners were
sharing snacks and stories with new
friends.”
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“I saw boys who don't open their
mouths at school leading activities with
boldness." -

“The shy learners came forward and
were involved in the camp activities.
Something happened on this camp
with this boy who definitely learnt
something and adjusted his behaviour
with the coaches. Shows you can
change.”




“Learners are more confident now
because the competition is not about
winning - it’'s about how you work with

people. All learners are now able to
socialise better and are very mindful of
others.”

“The Pyramid activity will help them
when doing geometry. | saw real
excitement from a child who usually
struggles in class.”

“On a personal point, | learnt and

experienced something | probably never
would have in the classroom.” “Our girls really did not want to leave as

they really enjoyed their stay and for



some of our girls this is the only time of
the year they sleep on their own beds
and they Iways look forward to it.”

Despite rainy weather, load shedding, and other challenges, the resilience of learners
and coaches shone through. The sense of safety and affirmation at camp provided
children with space to open up, reflect, and simply be children - often in stark contrast
to their daily environments. A highlight for many was receiving toiletry packs and
warm, hand-knitted beanies, small acts of care that made a lasting impression.

We're deeply grateful to our partners and donors for making this transformation
possible. Thank you for helping unlock imaginations, plant new dreams, and empower
a generation of young South Africans to grow in hope, courage, and possibility.




Learners Feedback

Here is some feedback from the learners who visited Bridges this term- this was
what they said they learned, loved and will always remember about camp;

“I learned that social

“I learned that to be awareness is being aware
patient will help you. And of others emotions and
teamwork.” feelings.”

“I learned to have
sportsmanship, respect,
trust and courage.”

“I liked the games and art
and music.”

“I loved swimming and the
delicious food and games.”

“I learned that it is
important to support your
teammate and to
congratulate the other
team when they win and
do well.”



“The coaches were patient
and kind. | learned not to
be a bully.”

“I learned about social
awareness. | learned how
to treat others.”

“l like to wash in the
shower.”

“I learned that working
together is a good thing.”

“I will always remember to
be kind to others.”

“I will remember the
swimming, my room and
the food.”

“I will remember staying here, the food
and the games | played with others.”

“I learned that if you work
with your team, it will
make things go easier.”

“I will remember
everything, because
everything was special.”

“I will remember the
activities, the camp fire
and the swimming.”

“I will remember that | was
excited at camp!”

“That working as a team
makes a difference.”

“I will always remember
the fun | had at camp.”

“I liked my room, it was
nice and clean.”

“I learned to respect each
other is important.”

“I will miss camp- | wish |
could stay here the whole
week!”

“I' will remember that they
helped me improve my
courage.”

“I will always remember
sleeping in the soft bed.”

“I will never forget how
good they treated me.”

“I will always remember how well and
nice the coaches treated me.”
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DALUBUHLE PRIMARY TEL: (021) 876 395

P.O, BOX i1 FAX: (021) §76 3057

LA MOTTE

7691 i N EMIS: 0108042115
.

E-Mail: Dalububle,pris @wegschoole svv.za

Date: 17 June 2025
Dear Sir/Madam,
RE: APPRECIATION FOR HOSTING OUR LEARNERS FROM 3 TO 5 JUNE 2025

On behalf of the Dalubuhle School Management Team, we would like to extend our sincere gratitude 1o The
Bridges Academy Camp Site for warmly hosting our learners from 3 June 10 § June 2025.

The cump was an incredibly enriching and educational cxpc-nenw for our leamers. The well-structured
activities helped to build essential lifc skills such as leadership, self- and problem-
solving. It also provided a valuable opportunity for our learners to engage in experiential learning outside
the traditional classroom setfing.

We particularly appreciated the professionalism and enth of your staff, who ensured that the
i was safe, wel ing, and ducive to learning and growth. The balance between fun and
education was perfectly executed, making the i both enjoyable and i il for our learners.

(‘amm like this play a vital role in holistic ion by ing personal d ili
social interaction in a unique and inspiring setting. Our leamers have returned with renewed mbu\auon and
positive memeories that will stay with them for years 1o come.

Thank you once again for your dedication and support in making this camp a success.
Yours sincerely,

Mestern Cape Educaion Depacimant
. Dalubuhle Prima
TR PO. Box 11 o

Ms K. Nomnganga

Principal: N.L. Mbeneage, Deputy Principal: V. Yeko, HOD: N.Nikani F/P, K. Nomnganga Intersen, M.
Jamba Intersen

Data Dashboard is Live

We're excited to share that our new Power Bl data dashboard is now live! Using a
10-question pre- and post-camp survey completed by each learner, we're gathering
valuable data that provides deep insight into how learners are experiencing the

Bridges Outdoor Education Programme.

This real-time feedback empowers Shernel, our Camp Manager, and her team of
coaches to understand each group’s journey and continuously adapt and improve
the camp experience. It ensures every moment on camp is optimised for learning,

growth, and fun.

The dashboard also offers clear evidence of the programme’s impact on learners’
lives. Here's a snapshot of what the data is revealing:



Q10. What is one important value you learned or practiced at camp that you can take back to school

Perseverance - Not giving up, even when something was difficult
8(5.93%)

Trust — Believing in myself and my teammates
13 (963%)

Teamwork
48 (3556

Norking together and helping my team

Courage - Tnang new things, even when they felt scary
13 (9.63%)

Kindness — Being helpful and suppartive to my friends and team
16 (11.85%)

Respect — Listening to others and treating them kindhy
35 (25.93%)

Q11. Did you try something new or exciting at camp

No
Travelling in a luxury bus 9 (6.67%) —2,(1.48%)

Speaking in front of a group 11 (8.15%)

Sleeping in my own bed 45 (33.33%)

Showering with warm running water
17 (12.59%)

Enjoying yummy food 19 (14.07%)

Making new friends 32 (23.7%)
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Shift from Pre to Post

| havent faced
any challenges
since camp

I have not
noticad any
changes

| break the
task into
smaller steps

Taking on
leadership
roles

| tell riysalf |
can improve
with practice

Making
decisions
together

I remind

riyself of past  from friends or

SUCCesIas

Shift frem Pre to Post

Listening to
others

| ask for help

teachers

Sharing rmy
ideas

AssessmentType
Pre Assessment

@ Post Assessment

AssessmentType
Pre Assessment

® Post Assessment

Q8. When you face a challenge now, how do you motivate yourself

| havent facad any challenges since camp
8 (5.B8%)

I remind myself of past successes
46 (33 82%)

| tell mysalf | can improve with p..
21 (15.44%)

| break the task into ..
21 (15.44%;)

| ask for help from friends or teachers
40(28.41%)

How has the camp changed how you think you can work in groups at school going
forward

| have not noticed any changes

T (5.15%)

Taking on leadership roles
12 (8.82%)

baking decisions to..

23 (16.91%) Sharing my ideas

52 (38.24%)

Listening to others |
42 (30.88%)
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Prayers of protection
over your children
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JGRAMME

Providing enriching & educational
camp experiences for children from
under-resourced communities.

NEWS

We were thrilled to be featured in JOY!
Magazine this term—both online and in
print. This article gave us a wonderful
opportunity to share the heart and
impact of Bridges with a wider
audience.

Read Article

QU

Hip bedaciineg B CORg o Mk i,
¥OU BIT suppanieg o curidear
[ P b

Our mission

Dy wamvior, m 13 prowide Sty bareed
vpecierial b i 1, slgred b e
bttt Quresada W b e & 7 v

P urderr e comrnniie p
i et S D wa i i ac sty
[ T o S p—
B | i bl 4wl il gremalb bl
drerkigen § vabast wid bade g ik

F'Ilﬂli RZS0 pppn.
't MV S Sl
coap bookdngs 20-200

A WenTerziook FLAD
FrarrTinis, 5 BN ATEE

076 679 SEOE

infodrh g e relraa cota

Thank You To our Donors

We're also incredibly grateful for the generous donations we received this term:
e Coast and Country Sales provided several food donations

e Common Ground Church Holiday Club collected two boxes of games, books,
and toys for our campers
Banhoek Coffee Roastery donated hessian sacks—perfect for our outdoor
games



https://joynews.co.za/bridges-education-programme-providing-enriching-educational-camp-experiences-for-children-from-under-resourced-communities/

e And the talented knitting group ‘Vlytige Vingers' gifted us a batch of beautiful
handmade beanies to keep our learners warm this winter

Thank you to each of these partners for your kindness and support—it makes a real
difference in the lives of the children we serve.

Bridge the Gap

We're excited to share that we've
reached 70% of our fundraising target
at the halfway point of the year!

We have 10 more camps still in need of Snap Scan
sponsorship, so if you'd like to support a
camp and help us continue this vital
work, please get in touch-we'd love to
have you join us in this mission!

Donate

Peach Payments

Thank You!

To each of you who supports us—thank you. Your generosity makes
every moment of impact, growth, and joy shared above possible.

We're excited for what's to come in the second half of the year and look
forward to welcoming hundreds more young learners to Bridges for
unforgettable experiences.

With love, The Bridges Team


https://education.bridgesretreat.co.za/
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Bridges Retreat Centre
Klein Lusthof Farm Erf 1600 R301 Wemmershoek, 7690, Franschhoek
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